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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE held on 30 September 2010 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, 
Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor J Johnson 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 
Invited Members: Councillor WI Humphrey 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 
32. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
33. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 29 July 2010 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
34. POLICING ARRANGEMENTS IN SAUGHALL 
 
 PCSO Mike Butler’s post had not yet been filled.  Inspector Beddows had told 

the Council that Saughall’s new PCSO had been identified and was receiving 
training.  She would take up her appointment in the middle of October 2010.  
In the meantime, he would provide temporary PCSO cover for the village 
using the resources he currently had at his disposal. 

 
 Members were aware that a PCSO from Upton had been deployed to 

Saughall for twelve hours a week.  It was noted that anti social behaviour and 
nuisance youth activity in the village was on the increase. 

 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Community Beat Officer, PC Scott 

Thompson was in regular contact with him because of his role as Homewatch 
Chairman and this was proving very beneficial. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Policing in Saughall continue to be monitored at meetings of this 

Committee. 
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35. CLOSE OF PROJECT RURAL MATTERS 
 
 Cheshire Community Action had informed that Project Rural Matters would 

cease to operate as of 3 December 2010.  The project had originally been 
funded by Chester City Council and the Police and had focussed on 
Community Safety issues in the rural areas.  Since Local Government 
Reorganisation, the project had been funded through the Crime and Disorder 
Partnership.  The work being done with Parish Council’s and community 
groups around issues relating to speeding vehicles in rural communities was 
important but did not meet their main priorities for these challenging times. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the close of Project Rural Matters be noted; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to the Project Rural Matters Co-ordinator, 

Derek  Bowker  thanking him for all he has done for Saughall over the last 
five years and wishing him well for the future. 

 
36. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Fiddlers Lane Car Park - Drainage 
 
 The car park was muddy and water logged in places.  Councillor RA 

Storrar informed that unless a porous surface was put down there could be 
no improvement.  He advised that lime stone chippings would be 
appropriate but that the mesh would need to be lifted so that a subsoiler 
could be used, the mesh could then be put back down before the chippings 
were laid.   

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor RA Storrar be requested to recommend to the Council a 

suitable drainage contractor who could provide it with appropriate advice 
and a quotation for the drainage work required to get the car park up to the 
standard required. 

 
(b) The Condition of the Outer Field 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Chairman of the Saughall Cricket Club, Brian 

Huxley had been in touch with her over the mole problem.  She had given 
him the contact details of the mole catcher.  He would now arrange to meet 
him on site so he was aware of what had been done and the invoice in 
respect of the work required would be sent to the Clerk. 

 
 It was reported that the rabbit population was now under control. 
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(c) Ponds 
 
 Members were aware that the ponds were full of rubbish/litter.  This would 

need to be removed and Members turned their attention to how this could 
be achieved and agreed to recommend to the Council that a tidy up be 
carried out as soon as possible.  Councillor RA Storrar agreed to lend the 
Council his boat to assist this initiative and to invite someone to help who 
had a Land Rover and a winch. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Council be RECOMMENDED to ensure that the ponds in particular and 
the Park in general terms are tidied up without delay and all the 
rubbish/litter removed;  and 

 
(2) the young people of the village, the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team and any other interested volunteers be invited to 
assist the tidy up, at a date and time to be agreed. 

 
(d) Tenders Received 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that the repairs to the Aerial Runway 

would be carried out during the following week by contractors Massey and 
Harris, who had apologised for the delay.  The costs were as follows: 

 
 Supply new 10mm galvanised runway cable - £90.00 
 To fit new runway cable, 2 men - £250.00 
 Prices were ex VAT. 
 
 The contractors had also agreed to crop off the protruding bolt lengths from 

the underside of the platform.  Whilst they were in Saughall they would 
provide quotes to replace all of the old safety surfaces. 

 
(e) Quarterly Operational Inspection Report 
 
 Members considered the most recent inspection report and considered 

what action was necessary. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Mr H Wilkinson be requested to provide quotations for the following: 
 
   damaged seat - rub down timber slat 
   tighten up the goal posts cross beam 
   secure the lose panel on the goal end 
 
(2) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to treat a sample of the moss 

growing on the safety surfaces with patio cleaner and report back on 
her findings; and 
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(3) Massey and Harris be requested to examine the worn chains on the 
swings with a view to providing a quotation for replacements if such 
action is deemed necessary. 

 
(f) Community Pay Back Scheme 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had been unable to make 

arrangements through the Community Pay Back Scheme for the Cheshire 
railings painting work that had been started but not finished.  She had 
made enquiries on three occasions and had been told that they were too 
busy.  She was determined, however, to get them to finish what they had 
started. 

 
(g) Perimeter Path 
 
 The perimeter path was covered in weeds and needed to be treated 

otherwise the path would be lost. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask Just a Mow for a quotation to treat the 

weeds on the perimeter path. 
 
(h) Hedges 
 
 It was agreed that it was time to get the hedges cut. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Gordon Dutton be requested to trim the hedges (both sides and the 

top) around the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
37. ANNUAL AUDIT - RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
 The Council had a risk management plan as a result of a lot of work 

undertaken the previous year.  This needed to be reviewed and revised. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk and Councillors D Holman and Mrs JM Young will meet to 

consider the current action plan with a view to producing a new one for 
consideration at the next meeting on Thursday, 18 November 2010. 

 
38. STREETSCENE STANDARDS 
 
 The Committee considered the detail of a letter to the Chairman from 

Councillor Lynn Riley, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s (CWAC) Portfolio 
Holder – Community and Environment dated 10 September 2010 informing 
that following a review of services new standards had been identified for the 
delivery of street cleansing services including litter, detritus, graffiti and fly 
posting.  Copies of the new standards were appended to her letter for 
Members’ information. 
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 Members were told that these new standards would be of help to everyone as 
they ensured fair, equitable and consistent provision across the borough and 
made sure that CWAC Council could be held accountable by its communities 
for how services were delivered locally. 

 
 In addition to the new standards, Members noted that the Streetscene Service 

would be introducing new initiatives under the SMYLE scheme (Supporting 
MY Local Environment). 

 
 CWAC Council understood that this was a change and, as such, it might be 

difficult to fully appreciate how the new service standards would actually apply 
‘on the ground’ within local communities.  As a result, Streetscene officers 
would contact Parish Council Chairmen over the coming months to arrange 
meetings with representatives of Parish Councils to discuss, in detail, the 
actual interpretation and application of the service standards as they applied 
to individual Parish Councils.  It was hoped to have completed these meetings 
by the end of March 2011.  The meetings would also provide an opportunity to 
discuss and agree minor amendments to the local street cleansing service 
delivery and negotiate any chargeable enhancements. 

 
 The Clerk informed the Committee that Councillor B Kerr had informed her 

that he wanted to suggest that it request an urgent meeting with Streetscene 
officers to discuss the service that Saughall will receive. 

 
 Members considered the new service standards in detail and commented on 

the depressing and untidy state of Chester Town Centre and the river side. 
 
 Members were reminded that the Clerk had written to CWAC Council’s Senior 

Manager Streetscene, Simon Lammond informing him that the Council wished 
to renegotiate its street cleansing grant as it paid for 22 hours of litter picking a 
week, whilst the grant only funded 16 hours.  The Council’s contractor 
currently received £1,007.67 per month for litter picking (£12,092.04 per 
annum).  Consequently, Mr Lammond had informed the Clerk that the current 
street orderly grant existed to support parishes where they carried out 
additional work over and above that provided by his Council.  What the 
scheme did not do was fully fund the additional activity. As the scheme was 
under review he could only consider additional funding for the current financial 
year. 

 
 Mr Lammond had informed that he was aware that the Council took immense 

pride in its area and put a lot of its own resources into maintaining the parish, 
however, he needed to ensure that his Council was delivering the minimum 
service as set out in the new service standards and that both Councils were 
complimenting each other rather than duplicating each others efforts.  He had 
requested Mike Solari to work with the Parish Council to assess what it 
currently did as a parish, how this fitted in with his Council’s work and make a 
recommendation to him as to how many additional hours could be funded this 
year. 

 
 Mr Solari had requested information which had been supplied and an outcome 

was awaited. 
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 Members noted that CWAC Council had included response time targets in its 
documentation in respect of specific services. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Lynn Riley’s letter and attached Streetscene Standards be 
noted; 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to CWAC Council to ask it to delay any 

changes to the Street Cleansing grant for a year as time was now short 
and the Council will shortly be commencing its budget setting process; 

 
(3) the details of CWAC Council’s specific services referred to above be 

included in the next Parish Council Newsletter along with the telephone 
number parishoners can ring to access them;  and 

 
(4) the Parish Council Newsletter be used as the medium for getting the 

message out to parishoners not to drop litter and to inform what the 
implications are if they do. 

 
39. COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING ASSESSMENT – IMPLICATIONS TO CWAC 

COUNCIL AND SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 In June this year the Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, MP 

announced details of the Government's next Spending Review.  It would set 
out Government spending plans for the years 2011-12 to 2014-15 and would 
be published on Wednesday, 20 October 2010. 

 
 It was expected that CWAC Council would face serious financial challenges in 

the next few years and would be forced to make efficiency savings as would 
other public sector organisations.  It was also expected that some of these 
savings could adversely affect the Parish Council. It was believed that it may 
face enormous challenges over the coming years as the implications of public 
sector spending cuts began to bite. 

 
 The Committee referred to localism which was about letting people make their 

own choices about how their community should be run and how their services 
should be delivered and the Big Society that was supposed to take power 
away from politicians and give it to people.  This flag ship policy idea had been 
a central theme in the Conservative General Election campaign.  There 
ensued a debate about what a Big Society actually meant in reality, its costs 
(because it was not free) and if and how communities could really be expected 
to take a lead in solving problems locally.  Parish Councils were a tried, tested 
and trusted model of grassroots neighbourhood action – real localism in action 
and Members gave consideration to how the Council could play a full integral 
role in making it happen. 

 
 In the light of the unprecedented funding pressures CWAC Council was 

expected to be under, the Committee discussed the role the Parish Council 
could play in helping to build a Big Society and in encouraging greater 
volunteering and philanthropy in Saughall. 
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 The Committee agreed that it was essential to have a public discussion on all 
of the issues, to receive views from people living in the local community, to set 
future priorities and to determine how to move forward in the current climate of 
economic down turn. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council be RECOMMENDED to discuss these issues further at its 

meeting scheduled for Monday, 4 October 2010, with a view to inviting 
parishoners to attend the Council meeting on 1 November 2010 and play an 
active part in a discussion to identify actions on how to proceed. 

 
40. PARISH PLAN RENEWAL PROCESS 
 
 The information contained within the Parish Plan had been collected following 

consultation with residents and businesses within the Parish over a period of 
twelve months from August 2003 – July 2004 when the official Parish Plan 
launch took place.  Members were aware that the Council had agreed that 
after the Parish Council Elections in 2011 work would begin to produce a new 
Parish Plan. 

 
 In order that some preliminary work could begin the Chairman had introduced 

herself to Bron Kerrigan of Cheshire Community Action at a recent event.  The 
Clerk had then contacted her and arranged for her to attend the meeting of the 
Committee scheduled for Thursday, 24 March 2011 and make a presentation.  
She had also obtained a copy of the Parish Plan Renewal Process for 
Members’ information which she had circulated with the agenda. 

 
 Members were aware that in planning terms, Village Design Statements 

carried more weight than Parish Plans and therefore, consideration would 
need to be given to whether one should be produced as well or instead of a 
new Parish Plan.    

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the arrangement made in respect of the March 2011 meeting of the 

Committee and the content of the  Parish Plan Renewal Process document be 
noted. 


